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Contents of 
discussion

• The relationship between Grasslands-
Savanna-Rangelands (Inc. Open Ecosystems 
and Shrublands) – FOCUS OF FIRST SESSION

• “Rangelands” terminology

• Alternatives to Grasslands and Savanna / 
GSR

• Old Growth or Ancient concept



The relationship between Grasslands-
Savanna-Rangelands 

(Including Open Ecosystems and Shrublands)



Rangelands

Key

Land-use system / 
Anthropogenic habitat

Ecosystem / biome

Savannas 
or 

shrublands

Grasslands

Open 
ecosystems

Please note, this is not a discussion on 
specific terminology such as 
“Rangelands”, these words can be 
changed but here they are simply 
standing in for important concepts. 
Discussions on the actual words come 
later in the slide deck and are subject to 
change.



A suggested 
decision tree 

based on 
discussions

500+ years is prior to any 
significant ability to have 
technology beyond herding 
drive ecology – any other 
suggestions?

Likely need to incorporate fire 
into this question – is fire a 

regular factor influencing the 
make up of this ecosystem?

Please note, this is not a discussion 
on specific terminology such as 
“Rangelands”, these words can be 
changed but here they are simply 
standing in for important concepts. 
Discussions on the actual words 
come later in the slide deck and 
are subject to change.



Other options to discuss

Grassland

Savanna (some 
trees)

Rangeland 
(pastoral use)

Open 
ecosystems

Grasslands 
(no/few trees)

Savanna (some 
trees)

Rangeland 
(pastoral use)

Rangelands

Natural grasslands 
(no trees, no 
pastoral use)

Natural savanna 
(some trees, no 

pastoral use)

Pastoral 
grasslands (no 
trees, pastoral 

use)

Pastoral savanna 
(some trees, 
pastoral use)

Please note, this is not a discussion 
on specific terminology such as 
“Rangelands”, these words can be 
changed but here they are simply 
standing in for important concepts. 
Discussions on the actual words 
come later in the slide deck and 
are subject to change.


