




Four ecosystems with significant ecological and social 
importance which are threatened by ongoing 
conversion

• Grasslands & savannahs

• Peatlands

• Mangroves







Approach : 9 case studies, focusing on 7 commodities in total to demonstrate 
the EU’s responsibility beyond deforestation of tropical forests for which we 
already have estimates.

Each case study includes: 

• Link between production of one or two commodities in the ecosystem and 
European consumption

• Data on conversion in that ecosystem

• Information on biodiversity, carbon and social importance.

Important note: We did not aim for an exhaustive list of ecosystems, nor an 
exhaustive analysis of commodities responsible for conversion in the chosen 
case studies. We focused on a few for which we could demonstrate a clear link 
to EU consumption.





This represents 10% of all direct imports of soy
into the EU



An estimated that 30% of Colombia’s palm oil 
production is from the Orinoquía region, implying 
that a significant proportion of the EU’s imports 
from Colombia are likely to originate from this 
biome



Approximately 64% of USA wheat production 
is  from the Great Plains, implying that around 
11% of all EU imports of wheat may originate 
from within the biome.

Approximately 10-15% of USA soy production 
is from the Great Plains,  implying that around 
2-3% of all EU imports of soy are likely to 
originate within the biome. 





A number of EU and member-state 
policies and regulations already 
make provision for protecting 
ecosystems beyond forests.

Due diligence is normal corporate 
practice.
Traceability and transparency are the 
major principles of this process. 

Guidance and tools are available for 
companies to include natural 
ecosystems beyond forests within a 
due diligence process






