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Summary Report

IUCN, WWF and UNCCD co-organized a Dialogue to discuss options for advancing the international
commitment to rangeland restoration. The rangeland Dialogue brought together speakers from ten countries,
five intergovernmental and international organisations, and representatives of civil society.

Key messages from the dialogue on rangeland restoration

The challenge

Rangelands have many economic, ecological, social and cultural values, and a wealth of biodiversity that
supports ecosystem health. Rangelands play a key role in the survival of many communities, especially
those in semi-arid and arid areas, and need to be included in the restoration efforts, alongside forests and
other ecosystems.

In many countries, land degradation is a threat to rangelands, contributing to food insecurity, greenhouse
gas emissions, and increased water runoff and change in ground water level among other threats.
Anthropogenic pressures, such as cutting down of trees and overgrazing, and climate change contribute
to land degradation in the rangelands. Underlying drivers of rangeland degradation include population
growth, institutional weaknesses, knowledge and technology gaps, and underinvestment.

The solution

There is widespread agreement over the need to scale up rangeland restoration, but countries face many

challenges, including significant knowledge and capacity gaps and institutional deficiencies.

Priorities for investment include:

o Develop and strengthen relevant legislation for the rangelands, including legal solutions for securing
communal resource tenure, restoration approaches and sustainable management

o Promote multistakeholder engagement in land use planning, include rangelands in landscape
approaches, and ensure gender-responsive participation and representation of stakeholders, including
pastoralists

o Establish monitoring systems to support sustainable rangeland management and restoration
approaches that are adapted to rangeland ecology, dryland climates, and pastoral livelihoods

o Build capacity and knowledge and promote technology transfer in relation to governance, land tenure,
rangeland management good practices, and value chain development

o Strengthen value chains and other investments that promote the biodiversity of rangelands and reward
the protection of ecosystem services

o Develop financial mechanism to support rangeland restoration and rehabilitation

The opportunity

Rangelands are a priority for the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration and they are promoted through
the International Year on Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP) in 2026, endorsed by FAQO’s Committee on
Agriculture. International commitment to rangeland restoration will also support progress towards Land
Degradation Neutrality. However, scientific evidence of effective solutions needs to be developed and
communicated.

This dialogue responded to the civil society request during the Désertif’actions summit in 2019. Civil
Society Organisations recommend that civil society is involved in all discussion on rangeland restoration
to ensure fair representation and participation of pastoralists and other stakeholders. Existing networks
can facilitate this representation as well as the capturing of local knowledge for rangeland management.



e Stronger international commitment to rangeland restoration will help to present rangeland restoration as
an obligation rather than just an opportunity. It will build momentum for developing tools and knowledge,
establishing appropriate institutions and promoting investments.

e The Global Grassland and Savannah Dialogue Platform will provide further opportunity to facilitate and
strengthen commitment to rangeland restoration, increase global knowledge and scale up good practices
of rangeland restoration.

Concluding remarks and next steps

Participants agreed on the importance of continuing the Dialogue on rangeland restoration to increase global
understanding of their role for achieving sustainable development and thus strengthen international
commitment and investments. The organising partners will continue to cooperate to push the recognition of
rangeland restoration in the political agenda. In alignment with Land Degradation Neutrality Targets and the
SDGs, IUCN and WWF will work with countries and other stakeholders to promote rangeland restoration in
relevant fora and processes, including exploring options to be presented at UNCCD COP15 as well as the UN
Food Systems Summit.



Annex 1: Background note: “Homing in on the Range”

Background note for multi actor dialogue: “Advancing international action for
rangeland restoration”

Key messages

1. Strengthen global knowledge on rangeland degradation and restoration, ecological techniques and socio-
economic processes for rangeland restoration, and the cost of rangeland degradation to society

2. Improve access to, and scaling up of, validated good practices for rangeland restoration and sustainable
management at scale

3. Increase national commitment and capacity to strengthen governance of rangelands and to implement
mechanisms that strengthen land tenure for pastoralists and other rangeland communities

4. Strengthen investment by private and public actors in rangelands as biodiverse, food-producing
ecosystems, that support multiple ecosystem services that are home to significant global cultural heritage

Restoring rangelands to achieve land degradation neutrality

Land degradation has affected an estimated 24% of land globally (3.5 billion hectares) over the past 25 years,
affecting more than 1.5 billion people around the globe, most of whom live in developing countries. This has
created global interest in restoration, driven partly by the opportunity to mitigate the impact of climate change
and loss of biodiversity while reducing poverty. One hundred and twenty four countries have committed to
setting national targets for Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) in line with their commitments to the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) and SDG Target 15.3". The global landscape restoration
community have also pledged to bring 150 million hectares of degraded and deforested land into restoration
by 2020 and 350 million by 2030" under the umbrella of Forest Landscape Restoration (FLR).

Investments in FLR will make a major contribution to achieving LDN in many countries. However, countries
with significant rangeland areas have expressed concern over the lack of attention to rangeland degradation
in current restoration initiatives. Most analyses of land degradation find that rangelands (or grasslands) are
affected at least as much as, if not more than, other areas'. Yet it is rare to find rangeland restoration actions
demonstrating progress on the ground.

Many reasons have been suggested for the neglect of rangelands, including arguments that they are too
remote, they are not productive, and their people are disconnected from society. Many of these reasons have
been dismissed in recent years, as new evidence on the value of rangeland ecosystems has been reported and
as rangeland communities have become better represented in national and international affairs". While
rangelands can be challenging environments to work in, neglecting them is contrary to the principles of the
sustainable development goals and other international commitments. Countries cannot achieve their targets
for LDN if rangelands are excluded from restoration planning and investments.

The global distribution of rangelands

Rangelands are places of inspiration and beauty that cover more than a third of all the land on earth.
Rangelands include savannah, prairie, steppe, pampas and mountain pastures: ecosystems that harbour a
wealth of biodiversity while supporting the livelihoods of millions of people, including many of the worlds’
livestock keepers. Rangelands are highly diverse, grass-dominated landscapes that are shaped and defined by
their close association with grazing ungulates and the notion of ‘ranging’. Rangelands can include annual and




perennial grasslands, shrub and dry woodlands, savannah, tundra, and deserts. However, many other
ecosystems can be found within the rangelands, including wetlands, riparian forests, woodland patches, oases
and others. Sometimes these ecosystems within rangelands are of particularly high value that are seasonally
essential to overall functioning of the rangelands and to the resilience of rangeland communities.

Map of the world's rangelands (Society for Range Management)

The majority of the rangelands are home to livestock keeping populations, known collectively as pastoralists
but often referred to as herders, shepherds, ranchers, and by many other names. Pastoralists have managed
the rangelands for centuries, mimicking nature by using tools such as livestock herding and controlled burning
to carve out thriving livelihoods in a climate of uncertainty.

Rangelands are central to pastoral livelihoods and provide human and livestock populations with food, fodder,
shelter and water. They make a significant contribution to global protein supply, particularly in countries that
face some of the highest levels of protein deficiency and malnutrition. Rangelands provide a number of high
value ecosystem services that benefit society, including climate regulation and water supply, although there
is atendency to under value and underestimate some of these services. The majority of the world’s rangelands
(over 75%) are classified as drylands, where one third of the world’s total soil carbon is stored, and up to 70
tonnes/ha of additional soil carbon could be stored through improved management®.

Two definitions of rangelands

“Land on which the indigenous vegetation (climax or sub-climax) is predominantly grasses, grass-like plants,
forbs or shrubs that are grazed or have the potential to be grazed, and which is used as a natural ecosystem
for the production of grazing livestock and wildlife”"'.

“Land carrying natural or semi-natural vegetation which provides habitat suitable for herds of wild or domestic
ungulatest,

Rangeland degradation

Land degradation, biodiversity loss and climate change are major threats to the rangelands and to the
livelihoods of rangeland populations. Rangeland degradation reduces productivity, which weakens livelihood
opportunities, increases exposure to risk, and exacerbates poverty. Land degradation in rangelands can lead
to a significant losses of soil organic carbon and accelerate the release of greenhouse gases to the atmosphere,
contributing to climate change.




Neglect of rangelands in restoration actions could add to the risks that rangelands face, for example as
protection and restoration of other areas pushes the expansion of crop farming into rangelands. Conversion
of rangelands to crop farming is already a major factor in land degradation. Afforestation in misguided pursuit
of restoration targets also threatens rangelands and can have damaging economic and social consequences.

The absence of effective institutional mechanisms and clear institutional mandates to govern the
rangelands contributes to their misuse in many countries. For example, in several countries there is a conflict
of policy and management objectives between ministries responsible for livestock, biodiversity, wetlands,
woodlands, and other natural resources in the rangelands. With the current momentum on landscape
restoration, continuing misperceptions of rangelands as ‘wastelands’ in some countries leave them
vulnerable to appropriation for large-scale tree planting and other land use changes. Land use change
contributes to biodiversity loss and reduced ecosystem function, increased vulnerability to climate change,
and in some cases undermines the resource rights of rangeland users.

Advancing rangeland restoration

A limited number of documented rangeland restoration actions provide preliminary lessons that can
encourage further action. Experiences show the importance of adapting ecological restoration to the context
of the rangelands and focusing on people-centric approaches that enable, or re-enable, informed grazing
management at scale, often within communal governance systems. The following recommendations have
been highlighted":

e  Work within existing legal frameworks and local norms to strengthen governance of rangeland resources;

e Strengthen institutions for cross-sectoral management of the diverse natural resources of rangelands to
improve decision-making;

e Improve the use of science-based evidence for designing and evaluating interventions;

e Generate wider support for advancing sustainable development in the rangelands;

e lLeverage appropriate private investments that enable sustainable rangelands management;

e Emphasise policy implementation and improve monitoring and evaluation of policy effectiveness.

Building momentum for rangeland restoration will require concerted action between national governments,
rangeland users, private investors, scientists and others. Several recent intergovernmental decisions have
created the opportunity for progress, including UNEA4 Resolution L17 on “Innovations in Sustainable

Rangelands and Pastoralism”, the United Nations Decade on Ecosystem Restoration (2021-2030), and the

International Year on Rangelands and Pastoralists (2026, recently endorsed by the FAO Committee on

Agriculture). However, achieving the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030 requires more immediate action
to accelerate progress.

Current attention to delivering LDN targets creates one entry point for increased action on rangeland
restoration. The UNCCD is the only multilateral agreement that explicitly focuses on drylands but to date has
not adopted an explicit decision rangeland restoration. Considering the importance of rangeland restoration
for LDN attainment, and the risk of transgressing LDN principles if rangelands are neglected, the UNCCD has a
stake in elevating understanding of the opportunities and threats to rangeland restoration. Restoration of the
rangelands provides one of the most significant opportunities for delivering not only the goals of the UNCCD,
but simultaneously contributing to reverse biodiversity loss and mitigating and adapting to climate change.
This is arguably one of the most important and least addressed synergies between the three Rio Conventions.


https://papersmart.unon.org/resolution/uploads/k1900781.pdf#overlay-context=node/233
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/
https://iyrp.info/

Preliminary recommendations for enhanced global action to restore the world’s rangelands in line with
national voluntary targets for LDN:

1.

Strengthen global knowledge on rangeland degradation and restoration, ecological techniques and socio-
economic processes for rangeland restoration, and the cost of rangeland degradation to society

Improve access to, and scaling up of, validated good practices for rangeland restoration and sustainable
management at scale

Increase national commitment and capacity to strengthen governance of rangelands and to implement
mechanisms that strengthen land tenure for pastoralists and other rangeland communities

Strengthen investment by private and public actors in rangelands as biodiverse, food-producing
ecosystems, that support multiple ecosystem services that are home to significant global cultural heritage

There is a compelling argument for countries to take concerted action to increase rangeland restoration.

This will align strongly with, and contribute to the aims of, existing commitments, including UNEA Resolution
L17, the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists, and the United Nations Decade of Ecosystem
Restoration. Many national and international non-state actors stand ready to support efforts to restore and

sustainably manage the rangelands and will be encouraged and enabled by renewed commitment at the

international level, which will act as a catalyst for increased and more effective investment on the ground.

Additional information and resources

Film on rangelands by Hanspeter and Liniger Patrick Augenstein: https://vimeo.com/473181305

Global Roundtable for Sustainable Beef (GRSB): https://grsbeef.org/

Grasslands and savannahs in the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration. Dudley N. Eufemia L. Fleckenstein M.
Periago M.E. Petersen I. and Timmers J.F. Restoration Ecology, 2020. https://doi.org/10.1111/rec.13272

Improving governance of pastoral lands Implementing the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible

Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5771e.pdf

Jordan was selected by GIZ as one of three country sites where this global project will be implemented;

namely Mali and Sudan. This for " An economic valuation of a large — scale rangeland restoration project

through the Hima system in Jordan

https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/import/downloads/eld iucn case study jordan web .pdf

Links to the HERD Project: https://www.thegef.org/project/healthy-ecosystems-rangeland-development-

herd-sustainable-rangeland-management-strategies https://www.iucn.org/regions/west-asia/projects-

rowa/healthy-ecosystems-rangeland-development-herd ; https://www.iucn.org/theme/ecosystem-

management/our-work/global-drylands-initiative

Publication 'Sustainable rangeland management in Sub-Saharan Africa - Guidelines to good practice'
https://www.wocat.net/library/media/174/

Rangeland stories, please use #GenerationRestoration — visit social media wall — tagged posts will reach us

on UN Decade website: https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/follow-generationrestoration
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https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/import/downloads/eld_iucn_case_study_jordan__web_.pdf
https://www.thegef.org/project/healthy-ecosystems-rangeland-development-herd-sustainable-rangeland-management-strategies
https://www.thegef.org/project/healthy-ecosystems-rangeland-development-herd-sustainable-rangeland-management-strategies
https://www.iucn.org/regions/west-asia/projects-rowa/healthy-ecosystems-rangeland-development-herd
https://www.iucn.org/regions/west-asia/projects-rowa/healthy-ecosystems-rangeland-development-herd
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Sign up to the list on the decade website. Download the logo and other communication assets for upcoming
publications around the Decade: https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/resources

The World Future Council (WFC) has awarded Jordan the bronze Future Policy Award in 2017 for its Updated
Rangeland Strategy that enshrines the Middle East’s most widespread and longstanding community based
traditional conservation “Hima” into law. https://www.worldfuturecouncil.org/press-release-fpa-2017/

UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/

UNEP’s other initiatives. https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/29748/VoiceLand.pdf

WOCAT global SLM database is the accredited database by UNCCD for reporting on SLM good practices:
https://www.wocat.net/en/global-sim-database



https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/resources
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/29748/VoiceLand.pdf
https://www.wocat.net/en/global-slm-database

Annex 2: Agenda

Advancing global action for rangeland restoration: an interactive dialogue between
government representatives and non-state actors to promote global action on
rangeland restoration

December 3, 2020 (14:00 CET)

Rangelands occupy between a third and a half of all land on earth, and 80% of the drylands, yet international
restoration and conservation initiatives pay minimal attention to them. A quarter of a century after countries
established the UNCCD—the only multilateral agreement that explicitly focuses on drylands—no decision has
been reached that explicitly targets rangeland restoration. Most analyses of land degradation find that
rangelands are affected at least as much as, if not more than, other areas.

Recent experiences in rangeland restoration provide opportunities for learning and capacity development,
and they can help generate momentum for accelerated action. However, greater impetus is needed to
capitalise on these opportunities and to build momentum globally for rangeland restoration, in line with
national voluntary targets for Land Degradation Neutrality and other commitments. This is likely to require
concerted action from a range of actors, including national governments, rangeland users, private investors,
and scientists.

The purpose of this dialogue is to identify opportunities and propose measures for building international
momentum for rangeland restoration. The online dialogue will be professionally facilitated using the ZOOM
platform for selected speakers and live-streaming on youtube for other participants and observers.
Simultaneous translation in English, French and Spanish will be provided.

Outline of agenda (draft)
1. Introduction and opening remarks (10 minutes)
a. Louise Baker, Managing Director of the Global Mechanism of the UNCCD
2. Introductory statements from rangeland restoration champions (3 minutes each)
a. Burkina Faso

b. Eswatini
c. Egypt
d. Mexico

3. Overview presentation (8 minutes): “Advancing international action for rangeland restoration”
a. WWEF
4. Responses from panel members (government participants, international partners and civil society
representatives)
a. 10to 12 responses (2 minutes each)
5. Overview of comments and questions from external participants (streaming live on youtube)
6. The way forward: concluding comments and recommendations from rangeland restoration champions
7. Closing comments by the moderator and the rangeland restoration champions

Organisational arrangements

e Web Platform: Zoom with livestreaming

e Interpretation: simultaneous translation in English, French and Spanish
e Moderation: IUCN
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i As of October 2020: https://www.unccd.int/actions/ldn-target-setting-programme

i Bonn Challenge : https://www.bonnchallenge.org/

i Bai, Z. G. et al. (2008). ‘Proxy global assessment of land degradation’, Soil Use and Management, 24, pp. 223-234. Le, Q. B.,
Nkonya, E. and Mirzabaev, A. (2015). ‘Biomass productivity-based mapping of global land degradation hotspots’, in Economics of
Land Degradation and Improvement - A Global Assessment for Sustainable Development. doi: 10.1007/978-3-319-19168-3_4.

v McGahey, D. et al. (2014). Pastoralism and the Green Economy: a natural nexus? Nairobi: IUCN and UNEP. Available at:
http://cmsdata.iucn.org/downloads/wisp_green_economy_book.pdf.

¥ Center for International Forestry Research (2010). The Dry Forests and Woodlands of Africa. Edited by Emmanuel N. Chidumayo
and Davison J. Gumbo.

Vi Allen, V. G. et al. (2011). ‘An international terminology for grazing lands and grazing animals’, Grass and Forage Science, 66(1),
pp. 2-28. doi: 10.1111/j.1365-2494.2010.00780.x.

Vi pratt, D. J. and Gwynne, M. D. (1977). Rangeland Management and Ecology. New York, Robert E. Krieger Pub. Co., Inc.

Vi Davies, J. et al. (2015). Homing in on the Range: Enabling Investments for. Sustainable Land Management. Nairobi. Available
at: http://cmsdata.iucn.org/downloads/technical brief  investing in slm 2.pdf.
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