
Identifying priority 
grasslands and savannahs 
Proposals for a research project



Aim: to identify criteria for grassland and savannah ecosystems that 
are priorities for a global conservation initiative.



We have several options

• Drawing on existing prioritisation 
exercises (e.g. Key Biodiversity Areas, 
Centres of Plant Diversity, Global 200, 
Biodiversity hotspots, Important Plant 
Areas)

• Using or adapting existing methodologies 
(e.g. High Conservation Values)

• Using remote sensing

• Developing and applying our own set of 
criteria

Or a combination; these are not mutually 
exclusive



Today, we want to 
brainstorm some criteria 
and indicators that are 
important whatever 
combination of methods 
we use...



Criteria: issues that might be 
considered (to be discussed) 
include various aspects related to:

• Ecological importance

• Socio-cultural importance 
including ecosystem services, 
governance type

• Status and trends including 
existing protected areas, OECMs 
and sustainable management

• Pressures including conversion 
threats and projected climate 
change

• Restoration potential



Criteria Possible indicators 

Ecological importance Endangered species

Endemic species

Overall species richness (particularly herbaceous plants)

Ecological integrity or similar

Spatial configuration, continuity of natural habitat

Socio-cultural importance Cultural importance – presence of traditional uses

Presence of sacred sites

Ecosystem services

Recreational importance

Governance type

Status and trends Size of area of near-natural grassland remaining

Rate of land use chance and fragmentation

Territories of Indigenous People and Local Communities 

Size and condition of protected and conserved areas

Areas under sustainable management

Pressures Drivers of land-use change

Projections of climate change

Restoration potential Proportion of land available and suitable for restoration



We’ll divide into groups, each 
looking in particular criteria, and 

focusing on ecological 
importance, socio-cultural 

importance, status and trends, 
and pressures...  


