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“Though to all appearances a wilderness, the Penan
landscape is instead one that is imbued with cultural

VLIQL,{FDQFH IXOO RI SODFHV WKDW IRU
have meaning to Penan. Some of these places are physically

marked, others are marked only in the domain of memory.
Some have direct relevance to subsistence, many others
do not. Rather than being sacred in some abstract sense,

WKH SODFHV KDYH D VLIQL¢(¢FDQFH WKDW

and highly personal: the place where one was nearly bit by
a pig, a former camp where fruit was plentiful, a tree that

bears marks made by a now deceased favorite niece. When

traveling in the forest with Penan, one hears a continuous
commentary on meaningful places and the events that
occurred there. Such locations are highly evocative of past
shared experiences with the living and the dead.”

J. Peter Brosius
Source: Brosius, 2006, p. 296.

“The Penan have a wordtawai that expresses in a
particular way their sentiment to the landscape. Tawai is
an expression of nostalgia, fondness and longing for the
landscape, its wholeness and memory of events, important

r n l, th 0 f group activities,
R #;gﬁn%iqnﬁg}l %V E%ctnad ﬁgﬁi\&% Eguccessful hunt
or not, sad times and happy times. Tawai binds the group
to the landscape...The Penan feeling for the landscape is
told and retold in tosak (oral narratives) to succeeding

g?ﬁelﬁa]t'\(}\/ (% legl%%rssgqg insi Bub(Western Penan)

Bd jajan tefn Penan) sung bor &htertainment.”

Jayl Langub
Source: Langub, 2011, pp. 100-101.
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The Kuba’an-Puak Corridor Project forms an important link between Gunung Mulu, Gunung
Buda and Pulong Tau National Parks in Sarawak, which then links the Sungai Ingei Conservation
Forest in Brunei Darussalam to Kayan Mentarang National Park in Kalimantan, Indonesia. To
the north, it connects the key headwaters between Sabah and Sarawak in the Maligan Highlands.

PREFACE

Recognising the ecological importance of the area and the need to promote good forest
management, the department has been very supportive of the project that is being implemented
together with WWF-Malaysia. Hence, Kuba’an-Puak Forest Management Unit (FMU) is used
as a pilot project for sustainable forest management (SFM). Kuba’an-Puak FMU is licensed out
as Borlin FMU. Currently, the Penan community make up the majority of the population in the
FMU.

For this project, Department of Agriculture, Inland Fisheries Division, Sarawak Forestry
&RUSRUDWLRQ 7HODQJ 8VDQ 'LVWULFW 2 FH 8QLYHUVLWL 3XW
Malaysia Sarawak, Kraftangan Malaysia (Malaysia Handicraft Development Corporation) and
handicraft social enterprise, Tanoti Sdn Bhd are also involved.

We would like to promote good sustainable management of our forests, while recognising that
there are communities who depend on the forests for their livelihood. These communities, for
example the Penan, have strong feelings of attachments to these forests.

| am happy that two timber companies, Ta Ann and Samling, who have concession areas there,

Tuan Haji Sapuan Ahmad DUH SURDFWLYH DQG DUH XQGHUJRLQJ IRUHVW PDQDJHPHQW F
Former Director of Forest
Department Sarawak , KRSH WKLV FR HH WDEOH ERRN ZLOO LQVSLUH WKH VWDNHKRC(

local communities into the perspectives of their operations. Ultimately, we should strive towards
FR EHQH¢{;W VKDULQJ RI WKH IRUHVW UHVRXUFHYV

| thank the German Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL) for funding this project
through WWF in Germany and Malaysia since 2015. This project has a long way to go and | hope
the ministry will continue to support it.



Forests serve as important features of the earth since million years ago. They provide us

with food, oxygen and ecosystem services. Plants in the forest convert carbon dioxide into

oxygen and help store carbon. Our forests are also important habitat for wildlife, and is rich

in biodiversity. Furthermore, they are also a source of income to the nation and people, by

providing timber and non-timber forest products. FO R EWOR D

It is therefore pivotal to have good forest governance as a means to manage our forest

sustainably. Good forest governance needs the involvement and commitment from all

VWDNHKROGHUV ,Q WKLV SURMHFW VWDNHKROGHUV IURP GL HUHQW EDFNJURXQGV Z
participate in decision making processes towards promoting the principles of sustainable

forest management (SFM) in a timber concession area, where semi-nomadic Penan

communities also live. The project provides a platform for experimenting and determining,

what and how an ideal model for SFM could be.

| am happy to see that this project emphasises on good forest governance. | hope that other
forest management units can take heed of this and promote good forest governance in their
areas.

Forest Department Sarawak welcomes and thanks the German Federal Ministry of Food and
Agriculture (BMEL) for funding the Kuba’an-Puak Corridor Project that promotes the concept
of SFM. This project is based on research, and also promotes training and knowledge transfer
on SFM. Mr Hamden Mohammad
Director of Forest Department Sarawak
‘H KRSH WKDW WKURXJK WKLV FR HH WDEOH ERRN SHRSOH FDQ VHH WKH LPSRUWDQF
and how we can and should be managing them sustainably. After all, the forests are not only
IRU WKH SHRSOH RI 6DUDZDN EXW ZKDW ZH GR ZLOO EHQH¢{¢W DQG FUHDWH SRVLWLYF
international communities.



Mr Matthias Schwoerer
Head of Division
European and International Forest
Policy, German Federal Ministry
of Food and Agriculture

FOREWORD

Forests are an essential natural resource that helps to sustain life on earth. They provide

us with key services such as protecting soils and waters, storing carbon dioxide, acting as
ELRGLYHUVLW\ KRWVSRWY DQG R HULQJ D YDULHW\ RI SURGXTF
forest products are also an important source of income.

However, the increasing demand for timber is often resulting in unsustainable
WLPEHU KDUYHVWLQJ ZKLFK GHJUDGHV RU HYHQ GHVWUR\V
unpredictable weather patterns are the consequence in many regions. The great potential
WKDW WKHVH YHU\ IRUHVWY R HU WR WKH VRFLHW\ DQG
IS put at risk.

Itis widely recognised that the use of timber is one of the sources of income for many countries;
EXW WKHUH LV D QHHG WR GHYHORS VWUDWHJLHY WKDW DUH
stakeholders, especially of people living in and around forests.

The German Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture funds projects, such as the one in
Kuba’an-Puak, that promote the concept of sustainable and multifunctional forest management
through research, training and knowledge transfer. We hope that other forest management
units can replicate or learn from what was done in Kuba’an-Puak.

‘H VXSSRUW WKH LQWHQWLRQ RI WKLV FR HH WDEOH ERRN WI]
forest management, not only for the people of Kuba’an-Puak and Sarawak, but also for a wider
impact that it may have in the future.
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RQJRLQJ DQG FRQWLQXRXV H RUWV RQ WKH .XEDYDQ 3XDN SURMHFW RYHU PDQ\ \HDUV

The Kuba’an-Puak project was initiated in 2014 and forms part of the Heart of Borneo Corridor
Initiative. The goal of this project is to develop a model for sustainable forest management, in
a tropical forest landscape - which is environmentally friendly, economically successful and
socially appropriate.

Through this project, we engage with local communities, such as the Penan. To the Penan,
who are a semi-nomadic community, Kuba’an-Puak is home. They are highly dependent on
the forest because, to them, it is their supermarket: they get their dietary protein, clean water
and medicine.

WWEF-Malaysiaworks with the Penan communities inempowering themto be able to co-manage
the Kuba’'an-Puak forests. We believe that it is important to engage the local communities
that live in the area as they are the ones who will be most impacted by unsustainable forestry
practices.

7KLV FR HH WDEOH ERRN WHOOV D VWRU\ RI WKH SHRSOH DQ[@tQ?\D(_PIiQnMSil@_ISKI_—BOaUKaRRGV DV
nature in Kuba’an-Puak corridor. It showcases the people’s hopes and dreams for their future WWF-Malaysia, Executive Director/CEO
generations.

Last but not least, | hope you enjoy this book as | have. It brings you on a journey into the
+HDUW RI %YRUQHR DQG OHWV \RX GLVFRYHU DOO WKH ZRQGHUV LW KDV WR R HU



Locality Map of Kuba’an-Puak Corridor Project
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T Tells the meaning of the forests, mountains, rivers, plants and animals
to the indigenous communities, particularly the Penan, in Kuba’an-Puak.

T 6KDUHV WKH 3HQDQYY IHHOLQJYV WUDGLWLRQDO NQR
oral history.

tf 3UHVHOQWYVY WKH FRPPXQLW\YY FROQFHUQV DQG KRSHYV
other stakeholders.

T 6KRZFDVHV WKLV VHPL QRPDGLF FRPPXQLW\TV MRXU(
management (SFM).










































































































































































































































































































































































































